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R. Variabilis Care Info
Description:

Variabilis can become very bold in a correctly set up vivarium.  With enough places to hide – the frog will feel less threatened.  These frogs are very small (18mm full grown).  There are three available morphs of this species; “Southern” (Understory), “Northern” (from INIBICO), and “Tor Linbo”.  Tor Linbo is arguably from the same area as the Northern Variabilis – however ‘till locale information is confirmed – they are classified differently.  


Housing:
Space: 15 Gallons per group of 3 is acceptable.  Bigger would be better.  These frogs will utilize both horizontal & vertical space.

Temperature: 68-79F with nighttime drops of up to 10F is acceptable.

Humidity: 75%+ (This usually requires frequent misting)
As with most poison dart frogs – a mixed coco-based substrate below a layer of leaf litter & moss is ideal for the floor of a Vivarium.  Variabilis will make use of thick leaf litter – enjoying the extra places to hide.

Feeding:

As froglets – Variabilis will snack on springtails & occasional wingless Melanogaster.  When mature – Melanogaster flies will be easily devoured and springtails will also be hunted in the vivarium.  Hydei are borderline too big for this small frog.  Dusting the flies with supplements is 100% necessary for a frog to be healthy.  We suggest using Repashy supplements.  As for the quantity of flies – there has been lots of discussion on many different forums about this…  Keep in mind a fat frog (while happy) doesn’t necessarily equal a healthy frog.  If an excess of flies are left over in the cage from the day before – consider feeding less (or even skipping a day).


Breeding:
These frogs sexually mature at around 7-8 months of age with males calling even sooner.  The male’s call is a very quiet & low buzz – a little louder than an Azureus.  We have a sample of this sound on our site: www.neherpetoculture.com/downloads.htm  Eggs should be kept between 74-77F half-submerged in a methylene blue mix.  (2 drops meth blue per gallon of R/O water)  Don’t completely submerge the eggs!  Once the eggs hatch into tadpoles – they can be moved into a tadpole development cup.  We use R/O water, a pinch of moss mix, an almond leaf and a little bit of diluted methylene blue mix.  We feed half-a-pinch of spirulina powder or flakes every week, tad bites whenever they are eaten, and an occasional bloodworm.  The tadpole will snack on the build up on the moss mix & the leaf.  If you do water changes – be sure to use water at proper temperatures!  When the tadpole begins to pop it’s front legs – move it to a grow-out container that has an easily accessible land area as well as a water area.  Once the morphed froglet makes it’s first steps on land – Springtails will be a staple diet for a couple weeks ‘till they begin to show interest in wingless Melanogaster flies.  


*Andy @ Brooklyn Dart Frogs LLC contributed to this care sheet. *

